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Back Together: Our Priorities
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Our goal is to have a safe in-person learning 
environment and keep students in school with 

minimal disruptions. 
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Interrelated 
Factors to 

Consider When 
Determining 
Next Steps
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OSD Policies 565 and 566

Revised: August 9, 2021
Initial: August 10, 2020 
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“The Oregon School District shall adopt administrative 
guidelines regarding illness related to COVID-19 that are in 
accordance with guidance from Public Health Madison & Dane 
County, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and other 
local, regional and national experts to ultimately provide broad 
data points to help safeguard the health and safety of its school 
community.”
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Health Guidance is Consistent Across Sources

Layered Safety Strategies
● Vaccination for those eligible
● Universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and 

visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status
● Maintain at least 3-feet physical distance to extent possible
● Symptom screening, ventilation, handwashing & respiratory 

etiquette, staying home when sick & getting tested
● Testing, contact tracing, quarantine as needed

Sources: CDC; American Academy of Pediatrics; DHS; PHMDC, UW Health Pediatric Department

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/schools.htm
https://www.publichealthmdc.com/news/face-covering-emergency-order-extension
https://www.pediatrics.wisc.edu/covid-and-children/
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CLOSE CONTACT 
DEFINITION

An individual who 
has been within 6 
feet of COVID-19 

positive 
individual for 15 

or more total 
minutes per day. 

Person Testing Positive for COVID-19

Close 
Contact*

No Quarantine Must 
Quarantine

Image Source: Apple, Emojipedia

Must 
Quarantine

Must 
Quarantine

Mask On No Mask

Mask On

No Mask

Close Contacts & Quarantines

*Close contact does not need to quarantine if fully vaccinated and no symptoms. 

https://blog.emojipedia.org/mask-wearing-emoji-now-smiles/


Local Data

9Sources: WI DHS, PHMDC

Between Oct 20 and Nov 2, case activity in Dane County was 
categorized as being “high.”

According to PHMDC, 40% of the cases among not fully 
vaccinated people were children under the age of 11 between 
Oct 18-31, 2021, who were not yet able to be fully vaccinated.

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm
https://www.publichealthmdc.com/documents/2021-11-04_data_snapshot.pdf


Impact of Peeling Back Mask Layer in Classroom
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OSD Students Vaccinated
as of August, 2021

Vaccinated

Not
Vaccinated

No quarantines for 
close contacts (6-ft.) 
unless symptoms

Close contacts (6-ft.) 
must quarantine

Grade # %

7 191 61.4

8 212 63.9

9 213 69.6

10 215 66.0

11 220 74.1

12 196 62.4



Additional Considerations
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● Indoor co-curricular activities

○ Similar to classrooms

● Winter sports

○ Impact of physical contact on transmission & quarantines



Current Labor Market & Staffing
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● Staffing for absences continues to be a challenge due to low 
numbers of substitutes, paraprofessionals and food service staff.

● Implications:

○ Lack of class coverage

○ Teachers losing prep periods

○ Paraprofessionals serving in multiple roles 

○ Principals covering classes

○ Additional stress and strain 



The Bottom Line Summary
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County mask mandate anticipated 
to end on Nov. 27 

(~ 3 wks before winter break).

OSD safety policies are working 
and universal masking continues 
to be strongly recommended by 
local, state & national experts.

Vaccines just became 
available for ages 5-11; it 

takes 5 weeks from first dose 
to be fully vaccinated.

As student vaccination rates 
increase we can consider 

peeling back mask 
requirement.

A mask optional environment 
could result in more 

quarantines, particularly 
among those not vaccinated.

Must be ready to adapt safety 
layers based on local data; 
will continue to watch and 
announce updated plan at 

11/22 board meeting.



Action Steps

● Tentative vaccination clinic

● Continue to watch local data 
and announce update health & 
safety plan at 11/22 meeting

● Continue to recruit for 
substitutes 

What Families Can Do Now

● Get vaccinated

● Update student vaccine status if 
it has changed since online 
registration in August

● Consider being a substitute & 
spread the word
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